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  Figure 1: Proportion of affected population by regions. 
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This report was compiled based on information received from Government sectors, Provincial Disaster Centres and 

other humanitarian partner. The next report will be issued on or around 7 October, 2015. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 Recommendations of four regional assessments were tabled at the National Disaster Committee 
Meeting on 28

th
 September, 2015.  

 An estimated population of 2.4 million is affected by the drought, frost and forest fires in all four 
regions of PNG. 

 Deaths directly related to drought are being investigated by relevant authorities. 

 Access to clean and sufficient quantity of water is the biggest issue in the coastal regions while food 
shortage was highlighted as the most common issue in parts of highlands region and areas of high 
altitude. 

 Government has responded to the needs of those facing severe food shortages while planning 
around increased access to potable water has commenced. Water and sanitation sub-committee of 
National Disaster Response Committee established to provide technical expertise to WASH sector 
response. 

 The National Government has allocated a total of K25 million to respond to impacts of drought and 
frost while some provinces have utilized funding at district level assist their own people.  

 

II. Situation Overview 

Information on impacts of drought and frost continue 
to be reported around PNG by PDCs and other 
stakeholders. Assessment figures currently indicate 
that over 2.4 million people are affected to varying 
degrees. Majority are in the seven highlands 
provinces where a series of frosts coupled with 
impacts of drought and forest fires have destroyed 
the environment, food crops, livestock and cash 
crops. While some rain has been reported in the 
regions, recovery of food gardens and cash crops 
will take some months before communities begin 
harvesting. 

 
 
Access to clean and sufficient quantity of water has surfaced as the main issue in coastal areas of PNG. 
Transportation of goods along the Fly, Ramu and Sepik rivers has been severely affected as water levels 
have significantly reduced. This also has a compounding impact on delivery of essential services and 
access to other livelihood opportunities in the affected provinces. Bush fires continue to be a threat to the 
environment and human settlements in all four regions.  
 
The government has already taken steps to address immediate needs of affected community and will 
continue to do so in the coming months. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response  

 
Food 
Main Impact: Reduction of food supply was reported in most parts of the country. The case of Highlands 
and other areas of high altitude such as Telefomin in West Sepik Province, Tep Tep in Madang Province as 
well as parts of Bulolo, Finschaffen, Kabwum and Menyamya in Morobe are more severe due to the 
compounding impact of drought and frost. Some island atolls of Bougainville, Manus and West New Britain 
provinces are also in need of food. Food supplies to Kiunga town have also been affected by the reduction 
of water level along Fly River as well as parts of Middle Ramu District in Madang Province.  Cases of 
animal and insect infestation in vegetable gardens were also reported in Central, Milne Bay and West Sepik 
Province. These are now being investigated by the relevant authorities.  
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Needs: Supply of food to categories 4 and 5 areas remains a key priority. A complete overview of the status 
of food availability in Provinces is still being consolidated as reports from PDCs and other stakeholders 
continue to reach NDC. 
 
Response: Food relief distribution have 
commenced for Highlands, Morobe and West 
Sepik Province. Other areas in category four 
and five will also be receiving food supplies 
through the support of politicians. Provision of 
basic food supplies to areas in categories 4 and 
five will cost approximately K53 million for the 
next three months. So far the Government has 
provided 2,221 tons of food relief all category 4 
and 5 areas throughout the country.    
 
 
 

 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Main impact: Access to clean and sufficient quantity of water was commonly reported in most parts of 
Momase, Southern and New Islands regions. In places where there is water shortage, hygiene practices 
were comprised in order to save water leading to cases of diseases such as diarrhea, dysentery, typhoid as 
well as skin diseases in almost all four regions of PNG. Water levels at major rivers such as Fly, Ramu and 
Sepik have reduced significantly to the extent where delivery of goods and services is becoming difficult. At 
Angoram district, water level of Sepik River has dropped by almost two metres from the normal level. The 
reduction of water levels in Fly River has also led to the closure of Ok Tedi Mine and dwindling supplies of 
goods and services into Kiunga. Water wells in areas closer to the sea have been affected due to drop in 
water table and salt water intrusion.  
 
Needs: Facilitation of access to appropriate knowledge and technology in sourcing and purifying water 
remains a priority need for the three coastal regions. This also includes awareness on safe hygiene 
practices. 
 
Response: The NDRC has also established a WASH sub-committee to be led by National Department of 
Health (NDoH) as the main technical committee to provide advice on response relating to water and 
sanitation.  Manus and Morobe PDCs have commenced the distribution of water containers to parts of their 
provinces. Water PNG is also closely monitoring the water levels of towns with reticulated water systems 
and has provided a proposal for related response activities to NDRC for consideration. This will be further 
addressed by the WASH sub-committee. NDC also received information of WASH assessments being 
conducted by other humanitarian partners in affected areas however reports are yet to be received.  
 
Shelter/ Non-food-items (NFIs) 
No pressing needs were identified for shelter and NFIs except for those who have lost their homes as a 
result of bush fires. Those are being dealt with by concern provinces. 
 
Health and Nutrition 

Main impact: Although health statistics were not made available to most assessment teams, cases 

relating to diarrhoea, dysentery and typhoid were reported in East Sepik and Madang Provinces. Similar 
cases were also reported in Central and Northern provinces. These cases are being closely 
monitored by the Disease Surveillance section of NDoH and provincial health authorities. Health 
of the population relies very much on the availability of food, water and type of sanitation 
practices. In addition, all provinces visited already have a number of institutional challenges that 
existed prior to the El Nino onset such as lack of funding and lack of basic facilities. These issues 
are affecting proper functioning of health services in rural areas to address any potential 
outbreaks. Apart from normal malnutrition rates of provinces, increase in cases are yet to be 
reported by the provincial health authorities however this needs to be monitored closely. The 
exact number of deaths resulting from starvation is still unknown however those associated with 
secondary impacts were reported to health authorities to investigate further. 
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 Figure 2: Proportion of food requirements per region for 3 months. 
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Needs: Surveillance of disease outbreaks and detailed heath assessment were identified a one of 
the main needs. In addition, strengthening of health facilities in areas of high risk to address any 
outbreak of diseases is including access to safe drinking water and food was also highlighted as a 
priority need. 
 
Response: At the national level, NDOH has also already commenced awareness through the 
media outlets. Some provinces have commenced health sectoral assessments however reports of 
such are yet to be made available to NDC to facilitate further discussions with the relevant 
authority. In addition, NDOH has also submitted its budget for key response activities to the 
National Disaster Committee for further action.  
 
 

Education 
Main impact: The impact of drought, frost and forest fires on the education sector has been 
reported by the assessment teams although the exact number of affected schools, students and 
teachers are yet to be identified. High absenteeism of students has been widely reported in all 
regions by the assessment teams. Student learning is affected by strong heat toward the mid- 
afternoon resulting in reduced learning hours in a day. Most schools have taken the decision to end 
daily classes on mid-day to allow student and teacher to return home to search for food and water. 
An issue that was pointed out clearly during the assessments was the uncertainty in the 
resumption of classes after the term three holidays if the El Nino situation continues for a month or 
so. This will have serious implications on the critical grades such as 8, 10 and 12. A strategy to 
maintain classes should be worked out by the Department of Education in close collaboration with 
the education divisions of each province.  
 

Agriculture and Livelihoods 

Main Impact: The impact of drought and frost on agriculture and livelihood activities varies across different 
locations of PNG however there is a general decline in crop yield which in turn is affecting ability of 
communities to earn money through sale of vegetables and cash crops.  Impact of drought on coffee 
plantations is minimal. In some places, crops diseases have already existed prior to the drought which is 
further disadvantaged by current weather conditions. Areas that rely heavily on watercourse to transport cash 

crops and vegetable to markets are also affected by reduced water levels. Insect and animal 
infestation of crops was reported in some areas in southern region. 
 
Response: 
The Department of Agriculture and Livestock (DAL) together with National Agriculture Research Institute 
(NARI) and National Agriculture Quarantine and Inspection Authority (NAQIA) are monitoring the situation 
closely. NARI has also put forward a comprehensive plan and funding proposal to donors to fund for 
agriculture based response. 
 
Gaps and challenges 

 Information on detailed sector impacts still needs to be strengthened. 

 Logistical challenges exist in almost all provinces. Any large scale relief operation needs to be 
carefully planned. 

 Coordination between different assessments needs to be strengthened. Assessments conducted by 
the broader civil society organizations should be made available to the National Disaster Centre for 
purposes of planning and decision-making. 

 
Logistics 

Impact: Logistics remains the biggest operational challenge to many PDCs due limited road and sea 
transport as well as other support facilities in the rural areas. Areas that are normally accessed through 
inland watercourse are now being affected due to reduced water levels. Access to goods and services in 
areas located along the tributaries of Fly, Ramu and Sepik rivers is a major issue. 
 
Response: Provinces conducting response operations were able to source logistical services locally to 
support the assessment and distribution. PNG Defence Force has supported the assessments teams in 
Highlands and Momase regions. In addition, PNGDF has been requested to develop logistical plan to 
support the response operation around the country. 
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Communication 

Direct impact of drought and forest on communication systems was not identified by the assessment teams 
however it must also be noted that not all parts of PNG have such technologies. This presents a challenge in 
communicating sector specific awareness messages to rural communities. For any public information and 
awareness campaigns to be effective there needs to be a deliberate plan to utilise all 
communications/broadcast means available to maximise coverage.  
 

IV. Coordination 

 

 The National Disaster Committee (NDCom) remains the central coordinating body of all disaster 
preparedness and response activities in PNG including those that are directly related to the impacts 
of El Nino. Regular meetings and consultation with relevant government departments on sector 
specific responses are actively taking place and driven to the National Disaster Centre. 

 The National Disaster Response Committee continues to meet on weekly basis to discuss 
important technical issues around assessment of impacts and response actions. 

 The provincial administration (including the Provincial Disaster Committees) capacities vary across 
provinces. Some provinces such as East New Britain, Madang, Morobe and Northern have taken 
active steps in liaising with all relevant partners in the province while require constant support from 
NDC. 

 NDC continues to perform its secretariat role to National Disaster Committee and other operational 
committees to ensure a coordinated approach to El Nino response operation. 

 Coordination with the broader civil society, development partners and the private sector is an area 
that the NDCom is keen to address and is actively taking steps to ensure appropriate measures are 
instituted for better accountability to beneficiaries as well as the government.  

 
 
 

V. Contact Information 

Acting Director: Mr. Martin Mose 
Telephone: 301 4701 Fax: 301 4747 
E-mail: mmose@pngndc.gov.pg 
 
Assistant Director 
Operations: Mr. Andrew Oaego 
Telephone: 301 4702 Fax: 301 4747 
E-mail: aoaego@pngndc.gov.pg  
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